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NASBP SELECTS 2014-2015 OFFICERS 
 

WASHINGTON, DC—The National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP) has elected 
Thomas M. Padilla, Senior Vice President of HUB International Insurance Services of Albuquerque, 
NM as the 2014-2015 NASBP President. 
 
“Tom’s years of experience in educating surety professionals and advocating for the surety industry 
makes him well-qualified to further the industry and Association’s goals,” according to Mark H. 
McCallum, NASBP’s Chief Executive Officer. “Tom is a proven leader whose skills in education and 
advocacy will be advantageous for the Association’s efforts working with small business groups, 
procurement officials, and legislators about the importance of the surety product,” McCallum said. 
 
Padilla has more than 34 years of experience in managing insurance and surety at the agency level 
and currently manages his agency’s surety department and a large book of construction insurance. 
For the past 15 years, Padilla has been a faculty member of the renowned NASBP William J. Angell 
Surety School, and for more than eight years, he served as Chair of the NASBP Professional 
Development and Education Committee. 
 
During his Presidency, Padilla will emphasize the importance of educating and communicating with 
public officials, public and private owners, and the general public about how the surety product is a 
risk management tool. “One of the real challenges we face is getting people to understand the real 
value of what we do,” Padilla said. “We have a claims mechanism that backs up our product but our 
main purpose is loss prevention and loss control. We have to frame our message right and tell 
people that if we do our job right, there isn’t a claim or a loss.” 
 
Also, NASBP elected Susan Hecker as NASBP First Vice President. Hecker is Director of National 
Contract Surety Area and Executive Vice President of the Construction Practice at Arthur J. Gallagher 
& Co. in San Francisco, CA. Lynne W. Cook was elected as NASBP Second Vice President. Cook is 
Senior Vice President of Early, Cassidy & Schilling, Inc. in Rockville, MD. Howard Cowan was elected 
NASBP Third Vice President. Cowan is President of the Cowan-Hill Bond Agency Inc. in Lubbock, TX. 
In addition, Lawrence F. McMahon will serve as Immediate Past President. McMahon is Executive 
Vice President of Alliant Insurance Services, Inc. in San Diego, CA. 
 
The NASBP Executive Committee is comprised of the officers listed above and three Ex Officio 
Members, who represent the NASBP Directors-At-Large, Regional Directors, and the 5-15 Leadership 
Circle. Bradley Babcock, Owner of Babcock Solutions, Inc. of Cedarburg, WI, was elected to 
represent the Directors-At-Large. Jennifer L. Salm, Bond Department Manager of Brower Insurance, 
a Marsh & McLennan Agency in Dayton, OH, was elected to represent the Regional Directors. Andrew 
Tokasz, Director of Surety of First Niagara Risk Management, Inc. in Buffalo, NY, represents the 5-15 
Leadership Circle. Tokasz was elected to the newly created position last fall.     
  
Founded in 1942, the National Association of Surety Bond Producers (NASBP) is the association of and resource for 
surety bond producers and allied professionals. NASBP members specialize in providing surety bonds for construction 
contracts and other purposes to companies and individuals needing the assurance offered by surety bonds.  
 


